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You are my servant,
I have chosen you and not cast you off”; 

fear not, for I am with you;
be not dismayed, for I am your God;
I will strengthen you, I will help you,

I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand. 

Is 41: 9-10

 Tending to your heart Tending to others

Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 

and God of all comfort,   who comforts us 
in all our affliction, so that we may be able 
to comfort those who are in any affliction, 
with the comfort with which we ourselves 

are comforted by God.
 2 Cor 1:4-5
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“The physical presence of other Christians is a source of incomparable joy and 
strength to the believer.

Longingly, the imprisoned apostle (Paul) calls his ‘dearly beloved son in the 
faith’ to come to him in prison in the last days of his life (2 Tim 4:9). 
He wants to see him again and have him near.” - Life Together
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There is a sacredness of simply being with others. 
 Through authentic presence, 

listening, 
and bearing burdens, 

Christians embody Christ’s love 
and create a space where 

God’s grace and comfort can be felt deeply.

A ministry of presence is a deeply relational approach to ministry 
that affirms a sufferer's experience and 

meets them with Christ’s compassion and gentleness.
 It’s about entering their world with care, listening well, 

and providing a steady presence 
that honors them as image bearers and acknowledges their pain. 

ministry of
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Why is it uncomfortable?

Where have you seen Christians make hurtful mistakes?
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Fear not, for I am with you; 
be not dismayed, 
for I am your God. 

Is 41:10

• God walked with Adam and Eve in the cool of the day (Genesis 3:8). 
• God always intended to relate to his creation— by walking with us, talking 

with us, and being near in every moment.
• Sin enters in- breaking our fellowship
• He pursues us
• Even when we are put outside the garden
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•  Expanding Promises:
⚬ God revealed His presence through covenants. 

￭ With Abraham, He promised to dwell with his people in the land of Canaan 
(Genesis 12:1-3). 

￭ "The Mosaic Covenant is God’s gracious provision to shape his redeemed people 
into a holy nation, distinct from the world, and reflective of his glory. 
• Established at Mount Sinai, it gave Israel the law, not as a means of earning 

salvation, but as a guide for living in fellowship with the God who had already 
redeemed them from Egypt. 

• At the covenant’s heart was God’s promise, 'I will be your God, and you will 
be my people,' calling Israel to love and obey him as an expression of 
gratitude for his grace. 

•  Physical Representation of His Nearness
⚬ God dwells with his people.

￭ Through Moses, he gave the Tabernacle—a tangible sign of his nearness 
(Exodus 19:5-6). Israelites were wandering in the wilderness, vulnerable and 
fearful, yet seeing the cloud by day and fire by night reminding them, 

     “God is with us.”
￭  God instructed Solomon to build the Temple, a permanent place for his 

presence to dwell among his people (2 Chronicles 7:16). 
￭ The Tabernacle and Temple were not just structures; they were symbols of 

God’s faithfulness, stability, and comfort in the midst of chaos.
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• Jesus, Emmanuel-  The Fulfillment of God’s Presence
⚬ “God with us” (Matt 1:23). Jesus didn’t stay distant. He stepped into our 

brokenness, our joys, and our sorrows. 
⚬ He identified with our weaknesses and brought us near to God through his life, 

death, and resurrection.
⚬ John 2:19-21 reminds us that Jesus is the true Temple. He replaces the need for 

a building because he is God dwelling fully with humanity. 
⚬ He not only offers us comfort but transforms our relationship with God, 

restoring what was lost in Eden.

Reflection Question: What does it mean to you that Jesus entered into your suffering 
and understands your struggles?

•  The Holy Spirit: God’s Presence in Us Today
⚬  After Jesus ascended, he sent the Holy Spirit to live within believers (John 14:16-

17; Acts 2).
⚬ The God who dwelled in the Temple now makes his home in your heart. 
⚬ The Spirit guides, comforts, and strengthens us daily, reminding us that we are 

never alone.
⚬ The Spirit is the essence of the Tabernacle and Temple brought directly into our 

lives. 
⚬ When you feel isolated or abandoned, remember this: the same Spirit who 

hovered over the waters of creation and filled the Temple now resides in you.
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•  God’s Eternal Presence With His People
⚬ Revelation 21: 3 gives us the glorious promise that one day, God’s dwelling place 

will be with his people forever. 
⚬ In the new heaven and new earth, there will be no more tears, no more pain, no 

more separation. Worship, joy, and peace will replace the brokenness of this 
world.

⚬ This is the culmination of God’s persistent presence—the fulfillment of his 
promise to always be with us. What began in Eden will be restored through the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.
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• Met Mary and Martha in Their Grief (John 11:1–44)
• Sat at the Well with a Lonely Woman (John 4:1–26)
• Calms the Storm (Mark 4:35-41)
• Heals the Sick and Outcast (Mark 10:46-52)
• Invited His Disciples' Questions and Doubts (Matt 16:5)
• Instituted the Last Supper (Luke 22:14-20)

• Comes to Be With Us

• Identifies with Our Weakness and Suffering

• Presence is the Foundation of Our Redemption

• Chooses to Walk with Disciples

• Jesus as Prophet, Priest, and King

• Ushers in His Ongoing Presence through the 

Holy Spirit
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Garden of Gethsemane (Matt 26: 36-46). Inviting them to care for him, he 
instructs them, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” (v.36) and tells 

them about his desire for their presence, 
“My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; 

remain here, and watch with me.” 

When we simply sit with the suffering, listen to their burdens are affected by 
their pain we are demonstrating how Jesus:

● Entered into our suffering.
● Identifies with our pain.
● Values us.
● Invites us to speak and ask him questions.
● Is moved when he sees his people in anguish.
● Does not want to ‘fix us’ but desires a relationship with us (one that will lead us to change)

● Entrusts us to the Holy Spirit
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• Embrace Silence and Tears: The Lord says our tears are precious to him. He keeps 
each one in a bottle (Ps 56:8). 

• Listen: Resist the temptation to correct, answer, or sanitize their speech. Trust that 
God will, in time, help them shape their speech into a God-honoring lament. 

• Own your powerlessness (1 Peter 5:10).
• Resist offering explanations.
• Choose to suffer alongside them. Bear one another's burdens (Gal 6:2) and to weep 

with the broken (Rom 12:15). 
• Endure. Grief and suffering have no timeline. 
• Serve in small ways:  (Luke 10:33-35). 

When have you felt comforted by someone's presence 
during a challenging time?

 
How did that reflect God's care for you?
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• Embodies doctrinal truths with compassion; it doesn’t substitute for them. 

• Aims to comfort, but it also sets the stage for growth. 

• Points sufferers to God it does not substitute our presence for his. 

• Honors the place of lament, recognizing that space for grief and despair 

builds faith. 

• It does not ignore or excuse sinful responses to suffering but seeks to 

address them at the right time lovingly. 

• Invites trust in God’s timing.

• Does not negate the need for action.
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